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Selected thoughts from FFA2020 invited  
Keynote Speakers

COVID-19 – No longer business as usual

Dr. David NABARRO, Special Envoy of WHO Director-General on COVID-19, Strategic Director 4SD
 

The world’s businesses are all in different circumstances. You will be facing staff and stock 
shortages, changes in demand and markets, extreme fluctuations in share price and many 
other challenges. My advice is to act quickly and decisively. Take responsibility for the Public 
Health choices you make. The experience from countries who have ‘flattened the curve’ is 
that speed is critical. Delaying the onset heightens both the immediate problem and the 
length and depth of economic impact. You and your brands form major influences on public 
behaviour.

Keeping your workforce engaged in meaningful and valuable activity when morale may be at 
a low ebb is good for them, good for your reputation, and a service to your society. Businesses 
are seeing that acting compassionately, swiftly, and meaningfully enhances their brand and 
customer loyalty. It is a powerful message about who you are and what you stand for. Doing 
the right thing when the world is suffering is good for business.

We know small businesses in hard hit areas are placed under huge strain. Please seek advice from your governments, national 
and local, on measures they may be putting in place to help you through, be they tax breaks, loans or other forms of support. 
Please recognise your importance in your towns, villages, and communities. Please pay attention to what is needed during this 
pandemic as well as what is not and how you might be able to quickly enter new markets where you add value, locally or nationally. 
Whatever size your business, things will not be easy for some while. Plan for the worst and act decisively to put yourself in a 
strong position. If you have a choice, do something meaningful that enhances your reputation.

Accelerating the Change to Sustainable Food  
While Protecting Biodiversity

Terry TAMMINEN, President & Founder, Seventh Generation Advisors

Facing massive changes to our planet and food systems from climate change and 
deforestation, the evidence is clear that only by returning to regenerative farming can 
we support 10 billion people by 2050 and conserve the natural ecosystem services that 
Nature provides us. I recommend the resources at Kiss the Ground https://kisstheground.
com for more information.

Beyond that, we should also focus on three strategies for maximizing efficiency and co-
existing with Nature:

1. End food waste by improving supply chain infrastructure (so more food makes it 
to markets before spoiling); and by converting post-consumer food waste to fuel, 
fertilizers and animal feed. SGA is working on these projects in Gujarat India, with 
18 local municipalities converting 300 tons of organic waste/day (each) to valuable 
materials in cost-efficient ways.

2. Make use of degraded lands. In the US, ending the ban on cultivation of hemp, for example, allows growing drought-tolerant 
crops that can thrive in poor soil. In another example, SGA worked with farmers in Acre, Brazil to use degraded land for fish 
farms, creating a processing/marketing co-op so farmers could produce value without clearing more rainforests. 

3. Combine conventional farming with indoor vertical farms (with grow lights) where practical to relieve pressure on land. 

Finally, a word about protecting lands from unsustainable practices. In California, to ensure co-existence of farms with Nature, 
SGA helps NGOs to use citizen lawsuits to ensure agri-toxins don’t drift to neighboring communities and that chemical fertilizer 
loads don’t wash into nearby streams and water supplies. We also support regulatory action to keep forest agriculture sustainable 
- tree plantations for paper/wood often destroy adjacent habitats, when they could instead create new habitat and harvest 
sequentially as required by law.

I also want to recommend the documentary “The Game Changers” https://gamechangersmovie.com which describes how we 
can eat less meat. Much deforestation is the result of growing soy to feed cattle, rather than cutting out the “middleman” and 
eating vegetables directly!


